Language Acquisition (Fall 10)

English 4851/6951 (41727/40193) 3 sh
T  5:10-7:50

DEB 260
 

Dr. Steven Brown 







Office Hours: MWF 11-12 and T 3-5; also by appointment. Note that you might want to call ahead of time to confirm because sometimes departmental meetings are held in the late afternoon at unpredictable times beyond my control. 

Office Phone: 941-1654 (DEB 229)

E-mail: srbrown02@ysu.edu 

PLEASE READ YOUR YSU EMAIL ACCOUNT FOR CLASS UPDATES

Goal: This course provides the prospective second/foreign language teacher with background necessary to make decisions.

Objectives of the Course: Students should attain

1. a knowledge of first language acquisition sufficient to evaluate claims about the congruence of L1 and L2 processes made by SLA (second language acquisition) researchers.

2. an understanding of research in SLA sufficient to understand the learning processes of second/foreign language students in the classroom and under naturalistic conditions.

3. a practical knowledge of SLA processes through data analysis.

Texts: 

Karmilof and Karmilof-Smith, Pathways to Language (Harvard UP)

Ortega, Understanding Second Language Acquisition (Hodder)

Class notes (these will be emailed directly to you through your YSU account)

PRESENCE OF CLASS NOTES SHOULD NOT BE SEEN AS PERMISSION TO SKIP CLASSES. 

THIS IS A ONCE-A-WEEK CLASS AND IF YOU MISS A CLASS, YOU’VE MISSED A WEEK.  IMPORTANT WORK WILL BE DONE IN CLASS. 

Assignments: 

1. Three quizzes, as noted on the syllabus  (study guides available before the quizzes) 50 each = 150 total points

2. In-class analysis and class participation 50 points

3. Two short (5 pp) papers: 75 each = 150 total points

Everyone has two options:

Option A: Summaries and critiques of two articles or book chapters in the field, written in the last 8 years, chosen by the students with the instructor’s permission. NOTE this means one article twice, not two articles for each paper. These articles are in addition to what we read in class. A good place to start looking for appropriate articles is in the references in ORTEGA .

Option B: Two pedagogically-focused papers (5 pp), each of which takes something we have read in class and applies it to a teaching problem. In other words, you need to do a quick summary of research talked about in a section of the textbook to let me know what you’re talking about and then give an answer to the question: What does this mean for the second/foreign language classroom? This answer may take the form of a lesson plan that takes the research into account, or may be some materials OF YOUR OWN that speak to the research. 

TO SAY THAT IN ANOTHER WAY:

Option A: Summary/critique (75 points). 

1. Make sure it’s one article, published within the last eight years and not a web site (5)

2. Make sure it’s connected to the class and/or approved by me (10)

3. Give a summary following the basic outline that I will hand out (50)

4. Offer a substantive reaction/critique, of at least a paragraph (10)

Option B: Pedagogical paper (75 points)

1. Give a summary of research you’re going to apply (following the outline I’ll hand out (20)

2. Answer the question: What does this information mean for the foreign/second language classroom? (20)

3. Implement #2 in one or more of the following forms: a narrative, materials of your own design, and a lesson plan (all this should be original, not from the web). (35)

Graduate students, in addition to the above requirements, will also write a twelve-page paper. (100 points) The paper may take the form of either:

a. a literature review on a current theme in language acquisition, to be decided in consultation with the instructor (ten sources) OR 

b. an application paper, drawing specific conclusions and offering prescriptions (e.g., lesson plans, etc.) from theoretical/experimental work. Ten sources. 

Grades for undergraduates: 350 possible

350-315
A

314-280
B

279-245
C

245-210
D

below 210
F

Grades for graduate students: 450 possible

450-405
A

404-360
B

359-315
C

314-270
D

below 270
F

Americans with Disabilities Act:  “Anyone requiring special adaptations or accommodations should inform the instructor as soon as possible. In accordance with University procedures, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services (phone: 330-941-1372) in the Center for Student Progress at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required. Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability Services.”

Tentative Schedule: 

Aug. 24 
Introduction to the Course; The Brain



Read Karmilof and Karmilof-Smith  as soon as possible. Try to have the 



book finished by the third week.

Aug. 31

First Language Acquisition

Sept. 7

Wild Child Video/L1 Acquisition/Bilingualism 

Sept. 14

Introduction to SLA, Research issues  
Read Ortega 1

Sept. 21

Quiz 1 

Introductory analysis task
Sept. 28

Age
Read Ortega 2

Oct 5

Crosslinguistic Influences
Read Ortega 3



Paper 1 due

Oct 12

Linguistic Environments: Input, Interaction, Output
Read Ortega 4



Task: Feedback

Oct 19

Cognition: Practice, memory, attention, and rules 
Read Ortega 5



Task: Rules, practice

Oct. 26

Learner Language
Read Ortega 6



Task: IL, use of formulas


Quiz 2
Last day to withdraw with a W: Oct 28
Nov 2 
Aptitude

Read Ortega 7

Nov 9
Motivation

Read Ortega 8

Nov 16

Affect and individual differences
Read Ortega 9 

Nov 23

Social dimensions

Read Ortega 10



Paper 2 due

Nov. 30

Wrap-up,
Quiz 3 

No Final 
Grad. papers due Dec. 7 5:30 pm. Really. 
Sources at Maag for papers on Language Acquisition
L1 

Journal of Adolescence

Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology

Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders

Journal of Child and Family Studies

 Journal of Child Language

Journal of Communication Disorders

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology

Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory and Cognition

Journal of Memory and Language

Language Learning and Development

Learning and Individual Differences

Learning and Instruction

Linguistics and Education
L2

Foreign Language Annals

Language Learning

TESOL Quarterly

International Review of Applied Linguistics
Applied Psycholinguistics

Language

Language Teaching

Language in Society

Language Teaching Research

Modern Language Journal

Studies in Second Language Acquisition

Second Language Research

System
Hispania and other language-specific journals are fine, too.
