Sociolinguistics: Spring 2011

English 4850/6950 (24150/21941) 3 sh

Tues 5:10-7:50

Scheduled for Moser 3310, but I hope we can escape to greener pastures

Steven Brown DEB 229





Office hours: MTTH 2:45-4:30 and by appointment (941-1654)

srbrown.02@ysu.edu: 

Prerequisite: English 1551/equiv.

Goal of the Course: This course attempts to illuminate the interconnection between society and language.
Objectives of the Course: Students should attain

1. the ability to read/evaluate research in sociolinguistics, including micro- sociolinguistic and macro-sociolinguistic perspectives

2. an understanding of research in sociolinguistics sufficient to evaluate the role of sociolinguistic processes in the learning of first, second and foreign languages/dialects in the classroom and under naturalistic conditions 

3. a practical knowledge of sociolinguistic processes through data analysis.

4. an understanding of how this knowledge applies to educational settings

Required Text: 

The New Sociolinguistics Reader, edited by Coupland and Jaworski (Palgrave) ISBN 978-1403944153 (2nd ed)
The text includes classic and contemporary articles. I want you to read the real research rather than a summary of it. I will provide context through lectures. I’ve read somewhere that students have a right to know why the professor departs from the organization of the textbook. In this case, the book is organized around large themes and historically within the themes. Understanding history is certainly important in any discipline, but I think that the effect of chronology can deaden the novice’s interest. Thus, I’ve reorganized into smaller units and typical themes of sociolinguistics textbooks. 

The book also contains, at the end, a comprehensive list of sources, including journals, for your papers. 

READ your YSU student email account for class announcements. 

Schedule: Tentative and subject to change. Numbers refer to those of the articles. 

Week 1 (Jan. 18)

What is Sociolinguistics? 



#1

Week 2 (Jan. 25)

Dialects, etc. 

#2, 25, 35

Week 3 (Feb. 1)

Attitudes

# 9, 18, 19



Week 4 (Feb. 8)

Diglossia, Bilingualism and Multilingualism

# 20, 21, 22, 30

Week 5 (Feb. 15)
Continue Multilingualism

# 31, 33, 34, 36

Week 6 (Feb. 22)

Quiz 1 on material from first five weeks

Classical Variationist Sociolinguistics


#3, 4, 8


Week 7 (March 1)

Youth, Language Change, and Slang

# 5, 6, 7, 10

Week 8 (March 8)

Language and Culture, Ethnography of Speaking

# 39, 40, 41, 43

Week 9 (March 15) Spring Break: No Class

Week 10 (March 22)

Solidarity and Politeness

Nothing In the book, so go to the EJC and get these two articles:

Holtgraves, T. (1997). Yes, But… Positive Politeness in Conversation Arguments. Journal of Language and Social Psychology 16 (2), 222-239.

Strauss, C. (2004). Cultural standing in expression of opinion. Language in Society 33, 161-194.
Annotated bib/topic due, reports on projects

Week 11 (March 29)

Quiz 2 on material from weeks 6-10

Classical Language Planning.
March 31 is last day to withdraw with a “W”

Week 12 (April 5)

Speech Acts and Conversation

# 42, 44, 45

Week 13 (April 12) 
Gender and Identity

# 14, 15, 16, 17

Week 14 (April 19)

Ideology
# 26, 27, 28, 29

Week 15 (April 26)

Globalization
#23, 32, 37, 38, 47

Week 16 (May 3)

Quiz 3 on material from weeks 11 -15

Final papers due Tuesday May 10 at 5:30 p.m.

Required Assignments: 

1. Three quizzes: There is some material that forms the basis of the field. This material will be tested three times during the class. Quiz dates are on the schedule. (Total 3 quizzes = 210 points). Study guides to come. 

2. Undergraduates will write a 8 page paper on a topic to be decided in consultation with the instructor. The research will be reported on briefly in class over the course of the term as it applies. (Paper = 190 points). Rubric to come

3. Graduate students will write a 15 page paper on a topic to be decided in consultation with the instructor. The research will be reported on briefly in class over the course of the term as it applies. (Paper = 190 points). ). Rubric to come

4. Class participation: Participation is defined as involvement in class discussion, periodic progress reports on your research, and leading discussion of an article. (50 points)

If you find a topic relatively quickly, you might think of presenting at Quest.

Grading Policy: 

450-405 = A

404-360 = B

359-315 = C

314-270 = D

269 and below = F

